21ST SEPTEMBER 2022

OTAMARAKAU
SCHOOL
A country school with a view
to the future...
TERM DATES: TERM 3 2022, 26TH JULY TO 30TH SEPTEMBER

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Tēna koutou ngā whānau kātoa
Term 3 is nearing an end, but we still have plenty of things keeping us all busy!
This term’s focus has been around participation and ‘giving things a go’. Many of our students have volunteered for
cheerleading, to compete in the Top Schools competition, and have made an excellent job of learning the routine
and co-ordinating their actions. The hard work has paid off and we look forward to a preview of their performance
on Thursday.
Lots of children have also decided to take part in our Ag Day in Term 4. We have lots of lambs, goats and calves
registered and often have a lamb or two at school! The children have been learning how to lead and call and have
had the opportunity to bottle feed the lambs. They have learned how to look after their animal and show it lots of
love and attention.
Participation in sport has been huge this term too. Our netball teams have done very well and have shown
amazing improvements and given lots of energy and dedication to the games. Our in-school sport has also
provided the chance for children to work as a team and design their own target games. We work alongside Sport
BoP and have an advisor, Andy Munn, who comes to school and supports staff and student development. We have
also had an expert teaching the rules of Rippa which will be very useful to those who have signed up to play in
Term 4. Being able to play, win AND lose is a skill we have to teach like all other skills. Our tamariki are getting
better at listening, following the rules and playing for enjoyment, not just to win.
Our school speech competition went very well this term with some fabulous speeches, written by the children, on a
whole variety of topics. Our Year 5, 6, 7 and 8 winners went to the cluster speech finals and all performed
brilliantly. We are especially proud of Heavenjot and Liam who both won their category and who go on to represent
the school at the Western Bay of Plenty competition. Being brave enough to stand up infront of the whole school
and a group of parents is very challenging for our students and we are very proud of the way they handled the
pressure.
Having the opportunity to contribute to discussions has been invaluable for our senior class. They invited Awhi
Awhimate, the chairman of the Ngāti Mākino Heritage Trust, to come to school to learn about our local history. The
class thought of the questions, sent them to Awhi and then made notes as he provided the answers. They will also
get the chance to have an informal question and answer session with Kiri Allan, who is visiting the school this
week. Being able to communicate in this way is a skill that will help our tamariki in the future.
Term 4 is a very short term of just over 8 weeks. During this time we have Ag Day, camps, assessments, athletics,
end of year day out and prize giving! It is going to be very busy but lots of fun. Our prize giving is at the marae on
Friday 9th December and it is a combination of class/group items and presenting prizes. We are particularly
looking forward to the Kapa Haka group performance.
I hope that you enjoy the holidays and have some well-earned rest.
Ngā mihi nui
Trish

School Calendar
TERM DATES 2022
TERM 4 - 17th October to 14th December
Monday 17th October - Term 4 begins
ASSEMBLY EVERY FRIDAY 2.30PM
Thursday 20th October - Ag Day
Monday 24th October - Labour Day, School closed
Thursday 27th October - Group Ag Day, Te Puke
Monday 31st October - Junior cricket skills
Friday 4th November - Gum Boot Friday
Monday 7th November - Senior cricket skills
7th to 11th November - assessments
Tuesday 15th November - Te Puke Cluster Athletics
22nd to 24th November - Year 6 to 8 camp
Thursday 8th December - School Prize Giving
Friday 9th December - Marae Prize Giving and Class/Group
Items
Wednesday 14th December - End of Term 4 and school year.

Thanks go to
Clint from
Colliers who has
provided some
equipment for
re-painting the
lines on our
playground.
RURAL DELIVERY DRIVER WANTED! PHONE DANNY ON
027 6194 502 AFTER 4PM

THANKS TO
EVERYONE WHO
CAME TO OUR
FABULOUS
FUNDRAISER. WE
RAISED OVER
$20,000. WE STILL
HAVE A WAY TO
GO SO IF YOU
CAN HELP, PLEASE
GET IN TOUCH

