30TH SEPTEMBER 2021

OTAMARAKAU
SCHOOL
A country school with a view to the future...

TERM DATES: TERM 1 2ND FEB -16TH APR TERM 2 3RD MAY - 9TH JUL
TERM 3 26 JUL - 1ST OCT TERM 4 18TH OCT - 14TH DEC

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Tena koutou nga whānau katoa
The end of Term 3 is in sight! Some are galloping towards it whilst others are crawling, which is no surprise
considering the ups and downs we have experienced.
However, I want to focus on the bright side of life and one highlight for me this term has been the Year 5 & 6
camp. Miss Rowe, with some help from Mrs RB, organized the whole event which is pretty spectacular for a
second year beginner teacher. The bookings, costings, travel, activities, risk assessments and more were all done
methodically and this added to the success of the venture. During the planning phase, because of Covid, the
camp was on, then off, then on, then maybe off – even on the day they left. But, with our teachers and parents, it
was a case of best foot forward and like any good Kiwi, we will deal with whatever is thrown at us!
When the children returned they were buzzing with enthusiasm, wanting to share all their experiences all at the
same time! Nothing beats camp as a school child and the memories will last forever. Of course without Millie,
Fleur, Stacey and Michael this would not have happened and my thanks go out to them.
The other major highlight and heart bursting moment for both myself and David was when the whole school
presented the Haka for us to celebrate the recent confirmation of our citizenship. It was a complete surprise and
the students gave it 150% welcoming us as fellow Kiwis. Braxton led the Haka and he was stunning. It was one of
those never to forget moments and I thank the children and staff for doing this for us.
Term 4 will begin with a bang! In the second week we have Ag Day and in the third week we have camp for Year
7 & 8. The Tongariro Crossing is their big challenge and so a bit of tramping over the holidays might help prepare
them for the long but amazing walk. With the term only being just over 8 weeks it will be very busy with athletics,
dune planting and prize giving on the horizon. The calendar on our Facebook page will give you all the information
you need and communication via Skool Loop and emails will also help you plan.
Finally, we say goodbye to Lennix in Ruma Kereru who has moved to Pāpāmoa and goodbye to Kayleen and
Grace Metcalfe who are heading for a new adventure at Te Puke Primary School. They will all be sorely missed
after having given so much to the school.
I hope that you all have a great holiday and get chance to re-charge those batteries!
Ngā mihi nui
Trish
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School Calendar
2nd HPV2 Year 8 Vaccinations - Tuesday 28th September
Whanau/Community Assembly - Friday 1st October
CANCELLED DUE TO LEVEL 1
Last day of Term 3 - Friday 1st October
First day of Term 4 - Monday 18th October
Ag/Hort day - Wednesday 27th October
HPV2 Year 8 Vaccination catch up date - Thursday 28th October
Board of Trustees Meeting - Monday 1st November
Group Day - Thursday 4th November
Whānau/Community Assembly - Friday 19th November
End of Year Prize Giving - Friday 10th December
Last day of Term 4 - 12pm Tuesday 14th December

School Assemblies will be every Friday at 10am - all welcome

Let's get creative!

