24TH JUNE 2021

OTAMARAKAU
SCHOOL
A country school with a view to the future...

TERM DATES: TERM 1 2ND FEB -16TH APR TERM 2 3RD MAY - 9TH JUL
TERM 3 26 JUL - 1ST OCT TERM 4 18TH OCT - 14TH DEC

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Tena koutou nga whānau katoa

It has been fascinating over the last few weeks listening to the discussion children and adults alike have been having over the
possibility of introducing a school uniform. It has provided the perfect opportunity for our students to learn about persuasive
writing and use this skill in a ‘real-life’ situation. I’m sure you will agree that our students can certainly express their own points
of view.
Ruma Kereru
Otamarakau School
Old Coach Road
8 June 2021
Dear Mrs Reddish

Firstly, we should have a uniform because they will be comfy.
They will be made out of cool dry material which is soft and dries quickly. It is a
great thing because they are soft and cool.

Secondly we should have a uniform because if someone get lost you can
recognize them and know what house everyone is in. People won’t get confused.

School uniforms would be bad for the school.
There would be no self-expression. If we had bad
behaviour in public, it would reflect badly on the
school. Also, kids won’t have time to wear their
other clothes.

Finally, we should have a uniform because parents will have fewer clothes to
wash.

No self-expression - meaning if we want to wear
a related t-shirt that represents their sports or a
memory. If people want to wear a pair of pants
that seem like them. A new outfit that they
wanted to show their friends.

By Brooklyn

Bad behaviour, meaning that when on school
trips kids running around, bad attitude and
talking back would show that our school is a bad
school to come to. When we are on camps and
kids wrecking things then not owning up to it is
also a bad look on our school.
When kids don’t get time to wear their own
clothes, it means that kids have a lot of clothing
and they don’t even get the opportunity to wear
clothes. Yes they can wear it on the weekends
but they don’t always get to show their friends.
Kids love wearing their own clothes because it is
also a way to describe their personality.
So I hope that you agree with me and that we
should not have school uniforms.
Kind regards, Aaliyah.

My conclusion is I believe we should have uniforms at Otamarakau school. It will
give everyone a sense of belonging and to be proud of where we come from.

Yes, I want a uniform as long as it’s not ugly
I'm fine with it. It’ll be so much easier to get
up in the morning. No more hassle. And I
think It’ll represent the school better
The style would be important. I would
prefer knee length shorts and a collared Tshirt with a school logo. The colour could
be navy blue with another colour that
would go well with it.
In the morning I wouldn’t have to go
through my drawers and I could leave the
uniform ready to wear. This would save me
time in the morning.
At cross country and other sports days our
school would look tidier and more
professional because we would be wearing
the same thing.
Harmony

Four reasons why we should get uniforms.
Reason one why our school should get
uniforms is because you wouldn't be
rushing around the house trying to get your
kids dressed or listening to your kids
moaning because their favourite shirt is in
the wash and they don't want to wear the
other shirt.
Reason two why we should have school
uniforms is it will make our school look
more professional and organised.
Reason three why we should get uniforms
is because we won't have much lost
property.
Reason four why we should get school
uniforms is that your kids won't be
moaning and begging for new clothes
because people at your school have a shirt
or jersey that you want and that you like.
Wendy

Ruma Kereru & Kea Camp Notices
REMINDER: Please make sure you go to our
Skool Loop app and complete the permission
form for our camps

Maori Phrases

Every week this term we are learning a
different phrase - ask your child to help you
learn them at home too!
Week 8 = Maku e awhina (I'll help)
Next week's phrase of the week is:
Week 9 = Tena rawa atu know (Thank you
very much)

MOBILE PHONES
Children are no longer allowed to bring
phones to school.
Phones should be left at home at all times
unless a previous arrangement has been
made with the school.
Thank you for your support in this regard.

SCHOOL UNIFORMS
We still have a number of school uniforms
outstanding. Please return these ASAP.

WHĀNAU/COMMUNITY ASSEMBLIES
Our next whānau assembly is on:
Thursday 8th July @ Otamarakau Marae
We'd love you to attend so mark this date in
your calendar now! A different class will be
performing an item at each assembly, as well
as performances from our beautiful choir.

MATARIKI DISCO
Friday 2nd July 5.30pm - 7pm.
Fancy dress encouraged and bring some
change for sausage sizzle, lollies and drinks.

Otamarakau School, 2216 Old Coach Road, RD6 Te Puke 3186
PHONE: 075333783 EMAIL: office@otamarakau.school.nz
www.otamarakau.school.nz

BOT By-Election
We have received 3 nominations for the BOT By-Election. Therefore we are now going to vote. Voting papers have been sent
out and you should receive them in the next few days.
Nominee's are:
LANGLEY, HELEN
LEPPER, STACEY
ZEFFERINO, NATALIA
You may vote for TWO (2) Nominees. How to return your voting paper:
1. If posting your voting paper, please use the enclosed envelope and post to:
Returning Officer, Otamarakau School, 2216 Old Coach Road, RD6, Te Puke, 3186
Your vote will not be counted unless the envelope is postmarked before the day of the election,
21st July 2021 and received by the returning officer not later than 5 days after the date of the election. Ensure that you post it
as soon as possible because New Zealand Post has reduced its mail delivery service.
2. If delivering your voting paper please ensure that it is delivered before 4pm on 21st July 2021 in the enclosed envelope.
Please note this day is in the school holidays, however, there will be someone at the school office on this day. We encourage all
votes to be placed prior to 8th July 2021 if they are going to be hand-delivered. Alternatively, please use the postal service.
It should be taken to:
Otamarakau School Office, 2216 Old Coach Road, RD6, Te Puke
Voting closes at 4pm on 21st July 2021.

School Calendar
Community Hall Welcome In - Friday 25th June
BOT Meeting - Monday 28th June
Grease Musical - Year 7&8 Only - Monday 28th June
Matariki Disco - Friday 2nd July
Student Led Conferences - Tuesday 6th July & Wednesday 7th July
Matariki Celebration/Stay at the Marae/Whānau/Community Assembly - Thursday 8th July
Last day of term 2 - Thursday 8th July
Teacher Only Day - Friday 9th July
Term 3 Begins - Monday 26th July
School Assemblies will be every Friday at 9.45am - all welcome

