27TH MAY 2021

OTAMARAKAU
SCHOOL
A country school with a view to the future...

TERM DATES: TERM 1 2ND FEB -16TH APR TERM 2 3RD MAY - 9TH JUL
TERM 3 26 JUL - 1ST OCT TERM 4 18TH OCT - 14TH DEC

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Tena koutou nga whānau katoa

Life is certainly busy at Otamarakau School with many opportunities for students to shine and show their
strengths.
In this newsletter, I would like to focus on the development of writing through the school and let the children’s work
do the talking! Here are some extracts from writing tasks that have been done independently. The development of
ideas, skills and language features takes time, but with practice, creates very talented writers. The stimulus for the
Year 2 to 4 children was a simple picture of a rainbow.
Walking to the beach for some fun. We made really tall sand castles. We used slimy seaweed for hair. The big water
was cool but I still went for a swim. What else could I do?
Alyse, Year 1
The colourful rainbow is shining so bright. All of the people are looking at the beautiful rainbow. It looks like a unicorn
is galloping across the rainbow.
Harper, Year 2
The shiny, bright rainbow sparkled in my house window. Then, people walked into the bright rainbow so I went too.
When it was dark, the rainbow was still there! But why? When I woke up I saw two rainbows. They were the most
wonderful thing in the whole entire world!
Laureana, Year 3
I saw a beautiful, sparkling, bright, colourful rainbow shining in the sky. I ran and the reflection shone in my face. It
was so bright, I couldn’t go towards it. The sky was grey and the trees were green.
Grace, Year 4
Happily the meerkats stretched and got out of bed. Suddenly they saw a blazing, graceful flower then an unsightly
vulture came. He glanced mysteriously. Then he chuckled. The vulture stole the blazing flower. Then the meerkats
rushed after the horrible vulture. Suddenly the vulture glided into the sky. The meerkats gripped on but then they...

CONT...

...smashed down to the ground. Bang! The vulture hit the hard rocky wall. The Meerkats passed the flower to each
other. Boom! The flower flew over like a bird. Suddenly, ‘splat’ the pretty flower was dead and they were depressed.
Brooklyn, Year 5
Happily the meerkats woke up and saw a delicious fruit in the hot desert. Out of nowhere the evil vulture came to
circle around the fruit. The meerkats were mad and scared.
The vulture snatched the fruit with his long, strong claws and flew away with the yummy fruit. “Attack!” screamed
the meerkats as they chased after the rotten, ugly vulture. Somehow the meerkats landed on top of him and made
a cheerleading team. Suddenly,they fell off and hit the ground. “Haha,” laughed the vulture. But he wasn’t watching
and he hit a stone wall.
The meerkats caught the juicy fruit and they drop-kicked it. It went through the tree like a bullet. Goal!! Sadly the
fruit split and they were as sad as a crying baby. The vulture came and had his last laugh.
Heavenjot, Year 6
The night is cold and dark. The stars are as dull as the sky.The forest trees sway side to side, slowly.The fire,
warmer than the sun.The moon brighter than the smiles we used to see.
The fire starts to die down. A man comes from the dark into the light carrying an arm full of wood. He suddenly hears
a twig snap and drops the wood onto the solid ground, and quicker than light itself, he swings out a katana.Suddenly
something comes out of the dark and into the light. He looks serious as it looks up with its razor sharp fangs out
and is dripping with wet, fresh blood down to its t-shirt. He looks shocked as he knows that he may die.
His stance is more still than a tree. It vanishes into thin air, then all of a sudden it drops down from a tree.Then he
darts off like lightning through the trees of green,as he calls for more of his kind as they race down hill, up hill and
through the ice cold rivers…...
Eden, Year 7
Rocky, arid land covered in shipwrecks is all that stretches across the once mighty ocean. In the middle of the
scorched desert stands a lonely lighthouse, its companions, the tiny house that sits next to it and the hundreds of
lost, rusty, rotten ships.
A lonely plane crosses over the pale yellow dunes coughing and spluttering out ash black smoke as it loudly flies
over the lonesome land. A single pilot stands, binoculars held in both hands, searching for any sign of water. Weary,
tired and dehydrated, the rainmaker loses all hope.
Just as the rainmaker has lost hopes for any sign of water a shimmering light catches her attention. She looks over
to see the blazing glow of the light house. Over in the distance she sees a small patch of white and quickly
snatches her black binoculars to get a closer look.
Alicia, Year 8

LOST PROPERTY
Our lost property bin is overflowing again.
Please come and have a look through before
it is taken to the Salvation Army - last chance!

Every week this term we are learning a different
phrase - ask your child to help you learn them at
home too!
Week 1 = Karawhiua (Give it all you got)
Week 2 = Haere mai ki te takao (Come and play)

MOBILE PHONES
Children are no longer allowed to bring
phones to school.
Phones should be left at home at all times
unless a previous arrangement has been
made with the school.
Thank you for your support in this regard.

Week 3 = Ka mau te wehi (Awesome)
Week 4 = Aroha atu (I'm sorry)
Next week's phrase of the week is:
Week 5 = Kai pai to mahi (Good work)

SCHOOL UNIFORMS
We still have a number of school uniforms
outstanding. Please return these ASAP.

WHĀNAU/COMMUNITY ASSEMBLIES
This term our two planned
Whānau/Community Assemblies are on:
Friday 4th June
Thursday 8th July
We'd love you to attend so mark these dates
in your calendar now! A different class will
be performing an item at each assembly, as
well as performances from our beautiful
choir.

TEACHER ONLY DAY
Friday 9th July 2021 is a Teacher only day.
Therefore the last day of term will be
Thursday 8th July.
We appreciate your support with this.

Otamarakau School, 2216 Old Coach Road, RD6 Te Puke 3186
PHONE: 075333783 EMAIL: office@otamarakau.school.nz
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Our Kick Start Breakfast in School has been a
huge hit amongst the students and they
enjoy catching up with their friends whilst
enjoying a healthy breakfast to feed their
minds.
This is on every morning from 8.15am to
8.45am and is available to everyone who
would like to have some yummy weetbix and
milk before school.
It is held in the hall. Students do not need to
bring anything except their manners - bowls,
spoons etc supplied.
Tamariki will be responsible for cleaning their
bowl and spoon when they are finished.
Kids who consume breakfast have shown
better cognitive performance through the
morning. Start your day with the right fuel to
learn, run & play!

BOT By-Election
Nominations are open for the election of two parent
representatives to the board of trustees.
All eligible voters will receive a nomination form and a notice
calling for nominations – you can use this form to nominate
yourself or someone in your community.
If you need more nomination forms, contact the school
office.
Nominations close at noon on Friday 18th June 2021. You
may provide a signed candidate statement and photograph
with your nomination.

School Uniform Survey
Have your say about whether Otamarakau School should
introduce a school uniform to our kura.
An email with the link was sent out yesterday for all our
parents and caregivers to give their opinion and, if it went
ahead, what style you'd like etc.
Click or copy and paste the link into your web browser, or
come in to the school office and we can give you access to a
computer and help you, or take a paper copy.

The electoral roll is held at the school and can be viewed
during normal school hours.
As nominations are received, there will be a list of
candidates’ names kept at the school up until election day,
which you can view.
Voting closes at 4pm on 21st July 2021.
Regards,
Kayleen Metcalfe
Returning Officer

School Calendar
The School of Rock Show - Thursday 27th May
Whole School Cross Country - Wednesday 2nd June
Whānau/Community Assembly - Friday 4th June
Queens Birthday/Public Holiday - Monday 7th June
St John Keeping Safe visit - Monday 21st June
Whānau/Community Assembly - Thursday 8th July
Last day of Term 2 - Thursday 8th July
Teacher Only Day - Friday 9th July
School Assemblies will be every Friday at 9.45am - all welcome

