25TH MARCH 2021

OTAMARAKAU
SCHOOL
A country school with a view to the future...

TERM DATES: TERM 1 2ND FEB -16TH APR TERM 2 3RD MAY - 9TH JUL
TERM 3 26 JUL - 1ST OCT TERM 4 18TH OCT - 14TH DEC

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Kia ora koutou,

Isn’t it amazing how many important words begin with the letter ‘R’, particularly those needed in a school - Respect,
Responsibility, Reflection, Reliability, Relationships, Routines and the most important, in my opinion, Resilience.
Being resilient doesn’t always come naturally. It has to be taught and it has to be practised. At Otamarakau School,
we provide lots of opportunities for resilience to grow, not just in the classroom, but during outdoor activities and
events.
Two such events have played a significant role in developing resilience over the last couple of weeks. The Top
Schools event, held at Paengaroa School was certainly a challenge and children had to dig deep to complete events
and accept the judges decisions. Being able to ‘bounce back’ and move on is such a good skill to have for later in life.
Resilience was also shown by so many of our students during our fantastic Triathlon. Children came to me before
the event trying to excuse themselves for a variety of reasons, but with encouragement and guidance, completed
the three stages with style. Even those children who unfortunately couldn’t participate in the whole event, gave the
stages that they did complete full effort and commitment.
As well as building that ‘bounce back ability’ the children had a huge amount of fun. The House chants were revealed
for the first time this year, children cheered and supported each other, whanau joined in the fun and, of course, the
sausage sizzle was a big hit.
Growth mindset is something that you could Google and it
emphasizes the power of ‘yet’. A real game changer!
Nga mihi
Trish

SAUSAGE SIZZLES COMING TO AN END
Once we have run out of sausages we will no
longer be having a sausage sizzle every week.
Instead, we will have a sausage sizzle when
we have events on.
We will continue to have Juicies for sale every
Thursday during Terms 1 & 4 only. We have
had to make a small price increase and
they will now be $2 each.
Keep an eye on our facebook page and Skool
Loop app for when our last sausage sizzle will
be.

WATER ONLY - NO SUGARY DRINKS
Sugary drinks are not allowed in school. All
students should come to school each day
with a drink bottle with water only.
Lollies and chocolate are also not allowed in
school. Try and limit packet food to promote
good health.

NETBALL REGISTRATION - Year 1-6
A reminder if your child is keen to play
netball this year please go to our Skool Loop
app and sign the permission form before
you miss out! Teams need to be organised
and entered soon!

HEAD LICE / LONG HAIR TIED BACK
A reminder that it is school policy for all long
hair to be tied back please.
This greatly assists at keeping head lice out of
our school.
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School Calendar
School Disco - Friday 26th March 5pm - 8.30pm
BoT Meeting 5.30pm (all welcome) - Monday 29th March
Good Friday (Public Holiday) - Friday 2nd April
Easter Monday (Public Holiday) - Monday 5th April
Easter Tuesday (Schools closed) - Tuesday 6th April
Whole School Marae Trip - Wednesday 7th April
BOP Zone Swimming Champs - Tuesday 13th April
WBOP Swimming Champs - Wednesday 14th April
Community/Whanau Assembly 2pm - 3pm - Friday 16th April
Term 1 Ends - Friday 16th April
Surf Fishing Competition - Sunday 18th April
School Assemblies will be every Friday at 9.45am - all welcome

