25TH FEBRUARY 2021

OTAMARAKAU
SCHOOL
A country school with a view to the future...

TERM DATES: TERM 1 2ND FEB -16TH APR TERM 2 3RD MAY - 9TH JUL
TERM 3 26 JUL - 1ST OCT TERM 4 18TH OCT - 14TH DEC

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Kia ora koutou,

Week 4 has come around very quickly with lots of hard mahi from staff and students of Otamarakau School.
Routines have been quickly established and the atmosphere around the school is warm and welcoming. It is great to
see parents coming on site to drop off or collect their children and have a chat to teachers about their tamariki. Our
school has an open door policy and we enjoy sharing successes with whanau and are always available to support
any issues your children may have.
One highlight for me so far has been the Values system in school. The children really respond to our AROHA values
and work hard to achieve a certificate in each of our 5 areas of being AWESOME, having RESPECT, taking
OWNERSHIP, showing HONESTY and showing ACTIVE LEARNING. It has been quite tricky for teachers to choose only
two individuals per class to reward each week, in assembly, which shows what amazing children we have here. The
way our students care for each other and learn through tuakana teina is fabulous.
Another highlight has been the way our teaching team as already established a culturally responsive curriculum.
Along with all the main subject areas, it is our responsibility to recognize all other cultures in school, particularly
Maori culture, as we are a bi-cultural society. In school we have students from all over the world and we celebrate
our diversity. We have a regular Kapa Haka group led by Miss Barclay and Maria each Friday. We have whole school
singing during which time new waiata are learned in both te reo Maori and English. We are blessed to have Janet
Ballingall supporting the learning of te reo Maori in Room 3 and Miss Barclay will be starting language lessons
through the rest of the school after daily swimming has finished. Another great support to the school is Tohu
Ripeka who gives us regular advice and has organized our first visit to the Marae of 2021 which takes place next
week. We are also in the process of co-opting this wonderful lady onto our Board of Trustees. A broad and balanced
curriculum keeps our students engaged and exposed to learning they may not have otherwise had.
Having worked in many schools over the years, I can truly say that our teaching and non-teaching teams are second
to none and we are extremely fortunate to have such talent in our school.
Nga mihi
Trish

NO MORE WHEELS WEDNESDAY
As a teaching team we have decided against
Wheels Wednesdays and in it's place we will
have a day each term where students may
bring items with wheels to ride on.

SCHOOL CALENDAR
Whole school marae trip - 2nd March
Community/Whanau Assembly - 5th March
2pm to 3pm

FISHING COMPETITION COMMITTEE

Paengaroa Top School - 14th March

Our annual fishing competition is a very
important fundraiser for our school and we
need your help to make it happen.

School Duathlon/Triathlon - 23rd March

Please let Kayleen in the office know if you
are able to help us out for this event or be a
sponsor.

Yr 8 HPV1 Vaccinations - 24th March
Good Friday (Public Holiday) - 2nd April
Easter Monday (Public Holiday) - 5th April
Easter Tuesday (Schools Closed) - 6th April
BOP Zone Swimming Camps - 13th April

HEAD LICE / LONG HAIR TIED BACK
A reminder that it is school policy for all long
hair to be tied back please.
This greatly assists at keeping head lice out of
our school.

WBOP Swimming Champs - 14th April
Community/Whanau Assembly - 16th April
Term 1 Ends - 16th April
Surf Fishing Competition - 18th April

We need your help! - Marae Trip
We are very excited about our whole school
marae trip on Tuesday 2nd March but we
need more parent/caregiver helpers to walk
down to the marae with us. Thank you to
those who have already offered to assist.
Please if you can help for the day head to our
Skool Loop app and look for the permission
"Whole School Marae Trip" alternatively please let Kayleen in the office know.

Otamarakau School, 2216 Old Coach Road, RD6 Te Puke 3186
PHONE: 075333783 EMAIL: office@otamarakau.school.nz
www.otamarakau.school.nz

We appreciate the support.

