8TH APRIL 2021

OTAMARAKAU
SCHOOL
A country school with a view to the future...

TERM DATES: TERM 1 2ND FEB -16TH APR TERM 2 3RD MAY - 9TH JUL
TERM 3 26 JUL - 1ST OCT TERM 4 18TH OCT - 14TH DEC

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Kia ora koutou,

Yesterday we had a wonderful day out at Otamarakau Marae. We arrived just after 10 am, with most of the school
walking, and the younger children travelling in the school vans.
A formal powhiri welcomed us into the wharenui which is a beautiful building full of history and Maori artwork.
Following morning tea, the school split into our 3 house groups and began the activities for the day. One group
focused on the wharenui with Tohu Ripeka talking to the children about the carvings, artwork and history. The
children then settled into sketching their favourite patterns and pieces of art.
The second group went into the wharekai and worked with Mrs RB using rakau. The older children partnered with the
younger students and they used the rakau, mirroring each other, to create a short routine. The team work was
amazing and reinforced the benefit of tuakana teina – which refers to the relationship between an older (tuakana)
person and a younger (teina) person and is specific to teaching and learning in the Māori context.
The final activity, which also involved learning between ages, was using flax to make flowers (putiputi). Children
added their own flair and took the beautiful putiputi home for their whanau.
Each house group did the 3 activities with a break for lunch in between. During this free time, the children had a
fantastic time sliding down the steep banking using some old cardboard boxes. It was great watching them having
such a huge amount of fun doing something so simple!
Days like this demonstrate that we have fabulous resources at our fingertips and that we can work together and
learn from each other regardless of our differences. I thank Tohu Ripeka and her team for organizing this event for
us and we look forward to visiting the Marae again in the near future.
Nga mihi
Trish

WARDENS NEEDED FOR FISHING
COMPETTION
We are still in need of some wardens for our
fishing competition on Sunday 18th April.
Please leave your name and number with
the office and Robyn Rosie will be in touch
with you.

AIMS GAMES - RUMA KERERU
AIMS games notices need to be returned
ASAP please.

RIPPA RUGBY UNIFORMS
Please return all school uniforms clean to the
office ASAP.
Thank you to those who have already done
so. We still have a number outstanding.

NETBALL REGISTRATION - Year 1-6
A reminder if your child is keen to play
netball this year please go to our Skool Loop
app and sign the permission form before
you miss out! Teams need to be organised
and entered soon!

TEACHER ONLY DAY
Monday 3rd of May is a Teacher Only Day.
Term 2 will begin on Tuesday 4th of May. We
appreciate your support with this.

Otamarakau School, 2216 Old Coach Road, RD6 Te Puke 3186
PHONE: 075333783 EMAIL: office@otamarakau.school.nz
www.otamarakau.school.nz

Whanau/Community
Assembly
Please join us on Friday 16th April 2pm
to celebrate our tamariki, enjoy a class
item from Ruma Kea and a performance
from our Choir!
Triathlon certificates will also be
presented.
Food and refreshments provided
following the assembly.

ANZAC Service
On Wednesday 5th
of May 10.00am we
will be having an
ANZAC service here
at school.
We would love you to
attend.

School Calendar
BOP Zone Swimming Champs - Tuesday 13th April
WBOP Swimming Champs - Wednesday 14th April
Community/Whanau Assembly 2pm - 3pm - Friday 16th April
Term 1 Ends - Friday 16th April
Surf Fishing Competition - Sunday 18th April
Teacher Only Day - Monday 3rd May
Term 2 Begins - Tuesday 4th May
ANZAC Service - Wednesday 5th May
BOT Meeting 5.30pm - Monday 17th May
School Assemblies will be every Friday at 9.45am - all welcome

